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many times we had dreamed about it and even 
discussed to start our own school to help young 
people, who had dropped out of school because 
of various reasons to give them another chance to 
repeat classes and finish school well. But we never 
felt that it was quite the right time to start such a 
new adventure and it felt like trying to wear shoes 
still too big for us. Then in the summer of 2015 
two things happened. First, we met Zebby 
Wheelock. Zebby was born in Tanzania but had 
lived for most of her life in the US. Now she felt 
God calling her back to Tanzania, not only to take 
care of her than elderly mother but also to help 
young people from difficult backgrounds to get 
good education and develop their God given 
potential. While she was looking for ways how to 
implement her vision we met and shared with her 
about our vision of starting a school. Some days 
later Zebby called back saying that she was 
interested to join Safina and help us start the 
school. At around the same time we received 
news about a Foundation interested to support a 
building project of an education facility in 
Tanzania. We applied for the grant and shared 
about our vision and got a positive response. It 
seemed that the time had come and that God 
wanted us to start to expand. In a very short time 
Zebby had found a piece of land in Morogoro, 
which seemed suitable and was sold for exact the 
amount we were given for the purchase of land. 
We had decided on Morogoro as the location as it 
was a town central to our existing Safina Branches 
and has good agricultural conditions. Still, 
sometimes fear and doubts would trouble us. Was 
this undertaking not too big for us? Would we be 
able to run a school well? What about teachers 
and finances? One day during a private prayer 
time God directed my thoughts to Psalm 127.  

“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who 

build it labour in vain…. In vain you rise early and 
stay up late, toiling for food to eat – for he grants 
sleep to those he loves. “This word encouraged 
me that if it was God´s will for us to start with this 
school he will build it. We just needed to trust and 
obey him. It was the same word which came to 
Thomas and Doris Ahnert while on the way to 
meet us for the first time. Thomas and Doris had 
joined Co-Workers International and were 
interested to help with a development project in 
Tanzania. This word ensured them that they were 
on the right track and finally they came to join us 
to oversee the building and help develop the 
school. In 2016 the building started and in January 
2017 we received our first students. On Saturday 
of this week we will have our Second graduation. 
We are far from finished and still face obstacles 
and challenges but our dream started to become a 
reality. I welcome you to our Safina Education 
Centre and hope you enjoy reading more about it 
in this edition of our newsletter.  

 

Thank you for your friendship 

 

Kathleen Quellmalz 

Mkurugenzi 



Our School is located around 10 km from Morogoro City Center on a small hill at 
the bottom of the Uluguru Mountains at Kauzeni Village. In the beginning of 
2017 the school received its first students. Our main aim is to help young people 
from Safina who dropped out of school and were not able to finish their formal 
primary or secondary education to receive another chance to get education and 
final exams. Many of our students who have lived on the streets for years would 
have been too old to be accepted back into the formal school system. Some of 
them need more help and 
support and would struggle in 
big classes with many students. 
Our school offers small classes 
and teachers who individually 
help the students. Beside the 
normal classes our students also 
attend life skill lessons and get 
training experiences in 

agriculture and cooking. Our aim is to help our students to 
develop their gifts, 
talents and to 
enable them stand on their own feet someday!  

 

At the moment, we have 12 
students who live, learn and 
work together with their care-
taker and teachers in a close 
community. Here they learn 
together what it means to 
follow Jesus. Together they 

learn how to manage and succeed in life. If there are any problems and 
challenges they discuss them together and find solutions. We provide 
biblical counselling to help process and overcome the difficult experiences 
they made in life and receive healing, new hope and joy. We meet daily for 

Bible readings, devotions and 
prayer.  

 

Our School is registered as “Open 
School” and part of the Adult 
Education Program. It gives our 
students the opportunity to sit for 
O-level exams but learn in smaller classes and with individual support 
by our teachers. Currently we offer the following education modules:  

 

• Form IV or O-Level Exams 

• Training in agriculture and cooking 

• Bible Study 

• Life Skills 

Safina Education Center



My Testmony 

My name is Endrew Paskali Halili. I was born and raised by my 
grandparents in Dar es Salaam. I didn´t know who my parents were nor 
where they lived for a long time. Many years later, when I was a youth 
already I heard that my mother had died. I never got the chance to 
meet her. Later on, I got to know who my father was and where he was 
living. I was able to see and visit him. As a child, I was stealing from 
people and that always caused problems with my grandparents. In the 
end, I ran away and became a street child when I was 11 years old. My 
grandparents came searching for me. With a picture of me they also 
came to the Safina Office which was at Mnazi Mmoja at this time. 
Finally, the street workers of Safina found me on the streets and 
informed my grandparents. My grandfather and my uncle came to the 
Safina office and after talking to the Safina staff they decided that I 
should stay in one of the Safina Foster Homes. That is how I came to 
Safina. This year I will finish my O-Level exams at the Safina Education 
Center in Morogoro. Beside my formal education I learned a lot during 
my time here about agriculture, cooking but also God´s Word and many 
life lessons. I want to thank everybody who supports Safina. May God 

bless you.  

At the beginning of the new year of 2021, we want to offer 
the opportunity to re-sit and finish Primary School exams. 
There has been a growing need for this module. In 
addition, we like to use the first year as an introduction 
year where students get some basic education, find out 
more of their strengths and gifts, receive counselling and 
psychological support to deal with some difficult issues of 
their past and lay a good foundation for their future 
education. The teaching and learning will be done with 
more practical elements, playing and learning by 
experience. Bible camps during the holidays will also help 
with this.  

 

At the moment, the school has two big class rooms buildings, a teacher room, school office, two dormitories 
and one staff house for the student care-
taker. Right now, a Multi-Purpose Hall with 
kitchen facilities for our cooking class is being 
build and hopefully ready by January for the 
new School year.  

 

In 2019 we had our first four students who 
graduated and this year six more will follow. 
We are thankful for all the Lord has done up 
to this time and we welcome you to visit us 
whenever you get a chance. Welcome to the 
Safina Education Center in Morogoro.  

 



www.safina.or.tz 

In one week the school year of 2020 will be 
closed and we thank God for his help and 
support our children and youth received during 
this year through your hands and gifts. Once 
again we ask you to join hands with us as we 
prepare for the new school year. Again 290 
children and youth need new uniforms, school 
bags, books and tuition fees. We need 29,000 $ 
for the new School Budget. Can you help? Even 
with a little amount you can make a difference. 
Donations can be made directly to us or 
through the AIM offices in your country. Thank 
you very much and God bless you! 

1. Erik and Josia arrived in Tanzania on the 28th of October from DMG 
interpersonal, Germany for a 10-month volunteer service with us. 
Currently they are studying language and after this they will help the 
children in one of our foster family homes with English, homework 
and recreation activities. They will do at the same at the shelter two 
days of the week and will join our Outreach team once a week to visit 
the children still living on the streets and at the Remand Home. Please 
pray for good adjustment to life and work in Tanzania and also for 
their language studies.  

2. From the 14th to the 19th of December 2020 Safina staff members will 
meet for their annual staff retreat and Annual General Meeting at our 
Safina Education Center in Morogoro. Please pray that God would 
meet and refresh us during those days and that God would protect our 
children and youth in our homes, while most of the staff will be away.  

3. Please pray for a good graduation celebration at the 5th of December 
at our Safina Education Center.  Pray that those graduating would 
continue to walk with Jesus as they continue with further training or 
return home to start standing on their own feet. Pray also that the Multi-Purpose Hall and Kitchen will be 
ready in time for the new school year.  

Safina News And Prayers 

Join Hands With Us! 

CRDB Bank Limited  
International Bank Department 
P.O.Box 268 
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 
 
Swift Code: CORUTZTZ 
Account Name: Safina Street Network 
USD Account: 0250237586600 
TZS Account: 0150237586600 

Through any AIM Office in your Country 
Send your donation to the  
ER-TAN-0125 M Project Account (Safina)  


