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In this issue of our Newsletter we like to welcome you 
to the town of Iringa, a town in the southern highlands. 
I recently visited Iringa coming from our Branch in 
Dodoma. Whatever way you come to reach Iringa you 
have to climb up a steep mountain. Coming from 
Dodoma it is the mountain of Nyang’olo. One of our 
staff decided to count the curves of the serpentines we 
had to take climbing up and finished by 137 curves. 
The scenery is astonishing but on the same hand the 
road is also dangerous. Many accidents happen on this 
road leaving people badly injured and killed every year. 
So, you thank God, when you reach the top or bottom 
safely.  

 

Iringa is the home of the Wahehe tribe. One of their 
Chiefs was called Mkwawa who became famous as he 
led the Wahehe people to fight the Germans during 
the expansion of their Colonial Territory in the end of 
the 19th century. The university of Iringa bears his 
name and his skull can be seen at a small museum at 
his Home village at Kalenga near Iringa.  

 

During the time of 2002 until 2007 we had many street 
children in Dar es Salaam coming from Iringa. Our staff 
would go to Iringa from time to time to follow up on 

their families and find out what caused them to run 
away. The reason was often poverty, broken families, 
parents who had died of Aids and excessive use of local 
made alcohol.  

 

In 2007 one of my co-workers, a widowed pastor’s 
wife, packed her belongings in boxes and suitcases and 
put it into my car. We drove to Iringa, found a suitable 
house to rent within two days and an office. Our new 
Branch was launched. We still use the same house 
today for our Foster Family Home. Iringa has many 
mountains and valleys and so did our work there. But 
our small team of staff stood firm and did not give up 
even in difficult times. One of our first boys we 
received in our home, who was only 5 years old at that 
time, is now a big young man and at the moment is 
volunteering with us. Last year Mama Masatu who had 
started the work in Iringa handed over leadership to 
Mama Ebeneza, who had laboured with her for many 
years and grown under her leadership.  

 

We congratulate our Iringa Team for their good work 
they are doing and welcome you our friend to get to 
know them and see what they are doing.  

Kathleen Quellmalz 

Director 



 

Welcome to Iringa

My name is Elika Thobias or Mama Ebeneza. I am a mother of five children but through 
the ministry of Safina God has blessed me to care of many more children. I love Jesus 
and it is my great joy to make him known to our Children and Youth living in vulnerable 
circumstances. I have witnessed many times how he changes lives. Children, who had 
given up, who feel rejected and forsaken finding new hope and purpose through him. I 
thank God for the good cooperation and fellowship we enjoy in our team of 7 co-
workers. We welcome you to follow our steps and see what we are doing….. 

… you find us early in the morning in town 
meeting with those still living on the streets at an 

open space called Mwembetogwa. After a time of playing football, we meet 
in a nearby building for a short Bible devotion and Breakfast. After this the 
children are free to leave or meet individual with us for further counselling 
or follow-up. On Thursday after finishing in town our team goes to Ipogolo. 
This part of town has the biggest social and economic challenges and most 
of our street children come from families living there. Many families live in 
very poor conditions and are involved in brewing local beer and alcohol.  

On Monday & Thursday 

 

…. we teach Bible Classes at different Primary and Secondary Schools, 
where also some of our children go to School. We thank God for this oppor-
tunity to plant God´s word in the hearts of many children and youth. We 
also meet on Friday morning for prayer as a team and do other errands re-
lated to our work.  

On Tuesday & Friday 

 

…we have our staff meeting. At this meeting, we review of what was done, 

discuss challenges and cases of individual children and plan what needs to 
be done over the next week. We also use this day for writing reports and 
filling in data.  

Wednesday 

We also have two Foster Family Homes. Samweli and his wife Raheli take 
care of the children at the Shelter. The children at the Shelter are those 
coming fresh from the streets and will stay there for a few weeks or 
months until we will be able to reunite them with their families or if this 
fails, move them to our second home. At this home Grace and Enock 
Masanja are house parents to those not being able to return to their own 
families and who need a more permanent home. The children in the 
Shelter are getting home schooled and once they move to their families 
or to our Foster Family Home they will attend regular schools.  

 

For a long time, our team prayed for a piece of land where we could build 
our own homes with more space for children. Right now, our Foster 
Home is more than full. God answered our prayer and in the end of last 
year we were able to purchase land just 15 km outside of Iringa town. It 
is now our prayer that God will open doors for finances to build the 
homes and also start using the land for agriculture. Please pray for us and 
again welcome to visit us in Iringa! 



TESTIMONY OF YUSUFU 

My name is Yakobo Yusufu. I am 13 years old and was born in the region of Iringa. 
While I was still in the womb of my mother, my father rejected me. My mother took 
me to my grandmother after I was born. I stayed with my grandmother for a long 
time but life was very hard. When I was 10 years old I ran away and started living on 
the streets at Njombe. My mother came looking for me. When she found me, she 
took me home with her and enrolled me to go to school. Later she took me back to 
my grandmother and I changed schools. But life was getting worse especially after I 
was introduced to take part in witchcraft. Again, I run away to live on the streets. Life 
continued to be bad. I did not have enough food to eat, slept in dangerous places 
and hung out with the wrong people. I learned to steal. I joined a gang which would 
break into houses and I would climb through windows and hand out things. I got 
caught and arrested by the police and stayed in lock-up for one week. My mother 
was called and after she bailed me out, she took me back to my grandmother. I 
didn´t stay long before I ran away again to the town of Iringa. There I met people 
from Safina and they invited me to join a celebration which was organised by Safina 
for the street children. During this celebration, they shared with us about Jesus and 
that he is waiting for us to come to him. I wanted so much to know Jesus but there 

was this inner voice inside me hindering me. I left early and suddenly started having really bad headaches. I went to 
sleep until the next morning. When I woke up my head was still hurting badly. I decided to look for the Safina people and 
ask for help. We went to the Social Welfare Office and I got permission to stay at the Safina Foster Family Home. Still I 
was bothered so much by this evil voices and forces inside of me. I did not have peace. Finally, I decided to share with my 
Foster Parents about this problem. They taught me God´s word and prayed for me several times. In the end, I found and 
accepted Jesus to be my Saviour and was released and set free. I thank God so much for the people of Safina who saved 
my life. I now have found peace, joy and love and continue with school. I am in third grade in Primary School.  

1. Harvest 

We thank God, who has blessed the work of our hands. The rice we had 
planted continued to grow and in June we harvested 31 sacks full of rice to 
be used in our homes. Our children and youth who had prepared the field, 
planted the seeds, weeding weeds, chasing away the birds and finally 
harvested are now enjoying eating their own grown rice.  

 

2. Safina Volunteer Program for Form IV leavers 

For seven months 10 of our Form IV (Ordinary Level) leavers of last year, 
who had joined the Safina Volunteer Program, had served alongside our 
Safina staff in various departments and branches of Safina. Their help was 
very much appreciated. Especially during the time when the schools were 
closed because of Corona they helped a lot with the home school 
program we ran in our Foster Homes. In the end of July their time came to 
a closure and we met in Iringa for debriefing and their graduation. Some 
have already started with High School (Advanced Level), others are 
waiting to start with college in the months to come and some continue 
to help Safina as volunteers.   
 

3. 62 Goats 

Recently, our office in Dodoma got a real surprise and meat blessing of 
62 slaughtered goats. It was a gift by a Turkish Company who are 
building the first electric train in Tanzania during their holiday of          
Eid Al-Hajj. Our children and youth are still feeding on the meat, which 
got cooked, grilled and roasted in every way.  
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Pray With Us

 that God would continue bless the building of the Multi-Purpose Hall and Kitchen in Morogoro and also enable us 
to get finances for a Solar System for it.  

 for our children and youth who will sit for exams in Primary and Secondary School over the next months 

 for our staff that God would give strength, grace and perseverance for each day 

 for God´s guidance and wisdom in the future development of Safina especially in regard of leadership, finances, 
self-support, operations.  

 that Christ will be our focus every day, in every situation, in every decision  

– “Adopt a Child” 

At the moment, we have 75 children and youth staying with us in our Foster Family Homes. For various reasons these 
children and youth are not being able to stay with were own families yet. They are raised by our Foster Parents and 
Safina takes care of all of their needs, which include food, clothes, fare, health care and school needs. As an average we 
use 50 USD for one Child a month. Would you be interested to raise one child with us by providing for its needs?  You 
can do that individual or as a group. If you are interested, please contact us for more information:  Email: 
Safinasn2002@gmail.com or via phone/whatsapp: +255754828646 or +255783548123 

Join Hand with us 

Job Opportunities 

4. Building of the Multi-Purpose Hall and Trainings Kitchen 

In June, the ground breaking for the building of the Multi-Purpose Hall 
and Trainings Kitchen Facility took place in Morogoro. Two weeks ago, 
our Building Committee inspected the site for the second time and was 
very pleased about the good work and progress of the building. We 
thank God for our constructors and their company doing a very good 
job. Their aim is to hand over the building to us by the end of October.  

CRDB Bank Limited  

International Bank Department 

P.O.Box 268 

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 

 

Swift Code:CORUTZTZ 

Account Name:Safina Street Network 

 USD Account: 0250237586600; TZS Account: 0150237586600 

Through any AIM (Africa Inland Mission) office 

 in your country  

send your donation to the  

ER-TAN-0125 M Project Account 

(Safina)  

Safina is looking for people with a heart to serve vulnerable children and youth in the following positions:  

Please pray that this positions will be filled with the right people and if you are interested or know of anybody who 

would be interested please contact us by Email or phone.  

1. Instructor/teacher for our cooking class in Morogoro 

2. Instructor/teacher for our agricultural class in 
Morogoro 

3. Memkwa teacher in Morogoro 

4. Guardian for Shelter in Dar es Salaam 

5. Guardian for Youth Hostel in Dar es Salaam 

6. Assistant Guardian for Foster Home in Dodoma 
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