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We greet you in this worldwide very stormy times. 
Maybe you feel like the disciples felt when they 
entered a very heavy storm while trying to cross the 
sea of Galilee. Jesus was sleeping while the disciples 
laboured hard to keep the boat from overturning. In 
the end they decided to wake up Jesus and called out 
to him in fear: ”Save us Lord, we are perishing!“ And 
what did Jesus answer? ”Why are you afraid, you men 
of little faith”? Then he arose and rebuked the winds 
and the sea; and it became perfectly calm. “ Some 
years ago I read the following words on a postcard: 
”Peace is not the absence of storms but God´s presence 
in the midst of the storm.“ This is the peace we wish 
you for today and the days to come.”  

 

In this issue of our Newsletter we would like to take 
you to Singida, our northernmost branch of Safina. 
Singida is a growing town in central Tanzania around 
1500 meters above sea level. It is surrounded by two 
big lakes, one called Singidani and the other one 
Kindai. Both of these lakes can get very stormy during 
the rainy season. Our Children´s Home in Singida is 
called “Kindai Home“ as it is situated very close to the 
shore of Lake Kindai.  

Lake Kindai is split in two halves by a paved road, 
which connects our area with the town center of 
Singida. Usually the lake remains split year round, 
however, due to flooding caused by unusually very 

heavy rains this year has made the road impassable 
and we have to divert our trip to the city center by 
going all around the lake. Another interesting natural 
phenomenon of Singida are the many rock formations 
around the lake and town. Children love to play, climb 
and sit on them.  

 

In 2005 we met two boys on the streets in Dar es 
Salaam, who had run away from an Orphanage Centre 
in Singida. One of our staff members took them back 
to the Orphanage and used this opportunity to look 
out for Street Children on the streets of Singida. He 
met a retired couple from England, who had started to 
reach out to Street Children in Singida.  Soon after, an 
invitation from this couple reached us, asking us to 
come over and help them. That was the beginning of 
our work in Singida. Right now, we have 3 full time and 
4 part-time workers in Singida and as you read on, you 
will learn more about them and their work.  

 

I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who 
got back to us with recommendations about our 
Newsletter. Thank you for your encouragement. Many 
of you wanted us to continue the way we do it right 
now and some asked to include more personal 
testimonies of Children and Youth. We gladly will do 
that.  

 

On behalf of all of our Children, Youth and Staff 
members I want to say thank you for your friendship, 
support and prayers.  

 

May God bless you! 

 

Kathleen Quellmalz 

(Director)  

May. 2020 



 
KINDAI HOME 

 
Mama Lilian is our Foster Mother and the 
good soul of the house and family. Our 
Children love her joyful nature and her 
food. Together with Charles, a trained 
Primary School Teacher, and Mama Ayubu 
they take care of 10 children, who 
presently live at the home. Our home is 
surrounded by a big garden with football 
field and a big field for planting crops. Right 
now, they have planted Cassava, which is 
being used in the home and also sold at the 
local market.  

Martin Makoja, our Social Worker, together with Mama 
Finhasi and Mama Leah are taking care of another 28 
children, who have been reunited with their families. They 
regularly visit these children at home with their families 
and also in schools. Many continue to get support from 
Safina especially in regards to school supplies. On 
Saturday’s the children come to our Drop-In Centre in 
town for tuition, and they hear God´s word and finally they 
receive a meal before returning home.  

Many of the children living and working on the streets of Singida come from nearby villages or the town itself. 
They have run away because of very poor homes, where even to get a meal a day is a challenge. Others have 
run away because of abusive behaviour of their parents. This happens especially in families with alcoholic 
problems. Right now, our workers are in the process to re-organizing and improving the Outreach Program and 
the registration of the children still living on the streets.  

FAMILY BASED CARE 

OUTREACH 

AN INTERVIEW WITH MATHAYO  IDDY FROM  OUR KINDAI HOME 

My name is Mathayo Iddy, I am saved and I love Jesus. Before I came to Safina I 
was living on the streets. I stopped going to school and joined a group of street 
boys who didn´t have a good influence on me. Many of them were stealing, 
they were involved in various crimes and took drugs.  

 

What made you become a street child?  

We were very, very poor at home. We were seven children and our Father left 
our Mother and us alone. We lacked almost everything.  

 

How was life on the streets?  

Life on the streets is very hard. You don´t have a home. At night, it gets very 
cold and especially if it rains it is very hard.  



Where and how did you sleep at night?  

We would wait until the shops were closed and then sleep at the entrances or front porches. We slept inside or 
on top of our plastic sacks, which we used during the day for collecting empty bottles and other things.  

 

What are the challenges or dangers of sleeping on the streets?  

The danger comes from older street boys who come at night to steal or even molest the younger ones. But 
sometimes we also got arrested by the Police.  

 

What did you do to get money or food?  

Most of the time I would collect empty water bottles which people throw away. Sometimes we also collected 
metal garbage. We could sell both these items to get some money.  

 

How did you feel when you were living on the streets?  

I often compared myself with a dog or any other animal the way we were living on the streets.  

 

What were your dreams when you were living on the streets?  

Our dreams were not good, we would dream of becoming big criminals or rebels.  

 

How did you come to Safina?  

One day some of my friends took me to the Safina Drop-In Centre. The people were very friendly they gave me 
tea and something to eat and welcomed me back. On Saturdays there was a meeting with singing and a Bible 
Story. I told them that I wanted to go back to school. Later they invited me to come and stay at their Family 
home and that is where I am still staying until now.  

 

How did your life change?  

I am very well now. I go to school, I have a bed to sleep in, clothes and good food. I got everything a child needs.  

 

Is there anything you would like to say?   

I want to thank God from the bottom of my heart, that he helped me to come off the streets and that he 
changed my life. I was a nobody, living like a dog or animal but now I have dreams and goals for my life.  

 Pray for continued protection for all children, youth and staff of Safina during this season of Corona.  

 Pray for Richard, a young 19 year old boy, who was scheduled to have a Heart Surgery to get an artificial 

valve. Due to Corona and closed borders and no international flights the hospital ran out of equipment and 

cancelled the operation until later on. Pray for Richard´s health and healing.  

 Pray that our Children and Youth will not get tired of staying at home and that God would give energy and 

perseverance to everybody helping with the Home Schooling 

 Pray for a good Rice Harvest 

 Pray for the building of our Multi-Purpose Hall and Training Kitchen of the Cookery Class which will start once 

the rainy season has stopped.  



www.safina.or.tz 

COVID-19 

Like everywhere in this world Corona has changed our lives and work. In the 
beginning, it was still far away but on the 17th of March it arrived in Tanzania. Two 
days later all the schools, colleges and universities were closed. We changed to 
Home Schooling in our homes. Our teachers from our school in Morogoro (which 
also had to close down), came to the rescue to help our foster parents and staff in 
our branches to teach and take care of those staying in our homes. Up to now our 
children enjoy the Home schooling and some even say that they are learning more 
than at school. The bigger challenge is how to care for those still living on the 
streets. They are in a much more vulnerable situation. In Dodoma, the children are 
still allowed to come to the front porch of our Drop-In Centre in the morning, they 
receive tea and bread for breakfast and also have a short devotion and prayer time. 
In Dar es Salaam we distributed mouth masks, sanitizers and the gospel of John 
which included safety information about Corona to many street boys. Some of the 
children decided to return to  their families, which actually is a good side effect of 
Corona. Children living with their own families are visited in their homes and are 

helped with food packages to keep them at home and away from begging in the streets.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

RICE FARMING 

In the beginning of the year our young people in Morogoro and Dar es Salaam planted 10 ½ Acres of rice. We 
thank God for plenty of rain and that the crop is doing well. We pray for a good harvest in June/July. The rice will 
be used in our Foster homes and in our School.  

 

CHARITABLE STATUS  

Since last year our Finance Department and Head Office were working hard on getting the official “Charitable 
Status” for Safina from the Tanzania Revenue Authority. On the 14th of April 2020 our application was granted 
and we now have the official certificate to be a Charity. Praise the Lord!!!  

Please also visit our website for new updates of Safina: www.safina.or.tz 

 JOIN HANDS WITH US 

CRDB Bank Limited  

International Bank Department 

P.O.Box 268 

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 

 

Swift Code:CORUTZTZ 

Account Name: 

 Safina Street Network 

USD Account: 0250237586600 

TZS Account: 0150237586600 

Through any AIM (Africa Inland Mission) office 

 in your country  

send your donation to the  

ER-TAN-0125 M Project Account 

(Safina)  

http://www.safina.or.tz

