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Issue # 3 

In today’s issue we want to welcome you to Dodoma. 

 

Located in the heart of Tanzania, Dodoma has been 
the official capital since 1974. Even though the 
Parliament met in Dodoma, many government offices 
remained in Dar es Salaam. This has changed with 
president John Magufuli and since 2016 almost all 
government offices have been relocated to the capital. 

 

In the local tribal language of Kigogo, Dodoma means 
“to sink in”. Tradition says that at one time an elephant 
got stuck and sank into the mud. At this time Dodoma 
was just a little market town but started growing as the 
first railway was built under German Colonial rule. 
Today around 2M people live in the Dodoma Region 
with 410,000 of them in the capital.  

 

Most people in the region depend on agriculture.  But 
because of draught and poor soil conditions they 
harvest little and hunger still strikes the people in the 
villages. This has caused many villagers, especially 
women and children, to move into the cities begging 
on the streets and husbands leaving families behind in 
search for jobs elsewhere. Family life breaks down, 
children drop out of school and especially boys run 
away to the streets.  

 

We started working in Dodoma in 2004. Prior to that 
we made many trips to Dodoma as we tried to take 
children back to their families, who were begging and 
living on the streets in Dar es Salaam. Soon we saw the 
need for someone living and working close by, who 
could make sure the children were attending school, 
continue visiting the children and their families 
regularly, and was available if needs arose. We also 
met many children living on the streets in Dodoma and 
thought that it would be better to reach them here 
than waiting for them to move to other cities.  

 

My wife and I got to know Safina when we were living 
in Dar es Salaam. At this time I worked as a Sound 
Technician and my wife started to help some orphans 
in our neighborhood and mend torn clothing of street 
children. One day a young street boy came up to me 
and asked me to be his father. My wife and I decided 
that we would help him but then he suddenly 
disappeared again. This was the beginning of our 
calling to be Foster Parents to children living on the 
streets.  

 

In 2004 we moved to Dodoma after I got work at a 
newly opened Christian Radio Station. The leadership 
of Safina asked us if we could assist Brother Adam, 
who had moved to Dodoma by this time to begin with 
the work. Because of my work schedule, we could only 
volunteer with some administrative work, counseling 
and follow up. But later my wife and I remembered our 
calling to be Foster Parents and decided to join Safina 
full-time. Right now we foster 20 former street 
children in our home together with our own four 
children. “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine … to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ throughout all generations, for 
ever and ever!”  Ephesians 3:20-21 
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Patrick Mugishagwe 

Head of the Depertment of Construction and Project  



OUTREACH AND DROP-IN CENTER 

 Every Friday night we visit street children living in 
different parts of Dodoma. We share God’s word with 
them, provide food and listen to their needs and 
struggles. We also invite them to come for breakfast, 
medical treatment and counseling to our Drop-In Center. 
Through this program we build trust and friendship, give 
encouragement and see who is ready to come off the 
streets in order to be reconciled with his family and go 
back to school. We also follow up with children who got 
arrested by the police, take food to them and provide 
legal advice and help.  

In the afternoon, children who got reunited with 
their families, come after school to our center to get 
lunch. We started to provide lunch because many 
children would drop out of school again, there was 
not enough food at home. Children would again turn 
to the streets in order to beg. But now with getting 
lunch every day they stayed at school.  

In the afternoon, the children have the opportunity 
to join our choir or acrobatic group. These keep them 
off the streets and help them develop their gifts and 
talents. We now often get invited to perform at 
different functions and churches, which also gives us 
opportunities to share with the community about 
street children and the work of Safina.  

Recently, we received 
the gift of an oven for 
baking bread. Twice a 
week we bake bread, 
which is being used in 
all of our homes and 
centers.  



CHILDREN HOMES 

Amani House (Shelter)  

At the shelter, we receive children who want to come off the streets. We 
help them through different programs to recognize and change wrong 
behavior, come off drugs and be reconciled to their families.  

Foster Homes Hosanna na Ebeneza 

We have 31 children, who live in our two Foster Homes and 
Families. These are children, who could not be reintegrated into 
their own families because they are orphans, their families are 
very dysfunctional and not a safe place for them to be or we 
could not trace relatives at all. In our homes, they are loved, 
well cared for, go to school and learn of God´s Fatherly love and 
his word. It is wonderful to witness how children change in 
behavior, develop well in school and love to follow Jesus. Many 
of our former children still keep in touch with us as they live 
independently now, continue with work and start their own 
families.  

HELP with education 

We thank God for many children, who could be returned to their 
own families. But many of them still live in poverty. Therefore, 
Safina supports parents and relatives by providing school 
equipment and school fees. Over the year we follow up that 
children continue with school by visiting them at home and in 
school. This year we helped 268 children and youth with their 
education. The new School year starts in January 2020. We like to 
be ready and buy uniforms and equipment early before prices get 
high in December. Can you help us buy a set of school equipment 
for one child?  This includes uniform, shoes, school bag, sweater,  

T-Shirt and exercise books. The expense for one child is written in 
the table below.  

 

If you can help us in 
any way with those 
expenses please send 
your donation until 
the end of October to 
one of the following 
accounts below and 
send us a short message by email, phone or website, that you have 

done so. We would like to recognize your contribution and thank you. 

Directly to our USD Account of Safina:       

CRDB Bank Limited  

International Bank Department 

P.O.Box 268  

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 

Swift Code:  CORUTZTZ 

Account Name: Safina Street Network 

Account number USD Account: 0250237586600  

School Total number 
children 

Price for one 
child 

Primary School 145 45 USD 

Secondary 
School 

67 65 USD 

College 56 70 USD 

Or through the AIM (Africa Inland Mission) office 

 in your country 

Contact the AIM office in your country  

and send your donation to the  

ER-TAN-0125-M Project Fund  



www.safina.or.tz 

 Let us pray for  our students who wil sit for their Form IV exam in November 

 Let us pray for the building of the Multi-Purpose Hall and Kitchen at our School Site in Morogoro but also for 
a second Cooking Teacher and a Math and Physics Teacher 

 Let us pray for our Daily Bread 

 Let us  pray for our Branch in Singida after the sudden death of our Coordinatoer and wisdom how to move 
forward. 

 Let us  pray for unity and fellowship among all workers. 

1. Joy and Sorrow 

Sometimes joy and sorrow can be very close together in our lives. That was our experience in the past three 

months. 

But in August we mourned the very sudden 
death of our coordinator in Singida, Peter 
Mubila. He has been with us since the 
opening of our Branch in Singida and was a 
father and grandfather to many of our boys 
there. He suffered and died of a severe 
Heart attack on the 24th of August 2019. 
With him we lost a wise and committed 
member of our family and look forward to 
seeing him again in glory.  

2. Harvest 

Every farmer rejoices over a good harvest. In the past months we harvested 
cucumbers and also, for the first time, rice. We are thankful for farm land, which 
God provided for Safina and we would like to continue to grow our own crops to 
help with the food needed in our houses and centers.  

3. Cooking Lessons 

When our school in Morogoro opened in August for the second school 
term we started with cooking lessons. At this time, every student takes 
part and they love it, because they also get to eat what they cook. In 
January we would like to start officially with our Cooking Class and are 
presently looking for a Tanzanian Cook, who can teach this class together 
with Susanne. If you know of anyone, please contact us.  

. In June and July we celebrated the weddings of two or our boys. 
Both have grown up in Safina, both are called “Amos”, both have 
joined Safina again as staff, both found wonderful wives, one 
works in Dodoma and one in Dar es Salaam. Amos married 
Elizabeth in Dar es Salaam and the other Amos married Deborah 
in Dodoma.  


