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Issue # 2 

“Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent 
you…and pray for it”  Jeremia 29:7 

At present Safina operates in five cities and towns of 
Tanzania. In each of the following editions of our 
newsletter we like to introduce one of the cities and 
our work there. Today we start, where it all had 
begun in 1997… in Dar es Salaam.  

Dar es Salaam is Arabic and means “Harbour of 
Peace” - Nestled along a natural harbor on the 
Indian Ocean, Dar es Salaam is a multicultural city, 
home to African Tanzanians, Arabic and South Asian 
communities, Expatriates from many different 
nations, Christians and Muslims. This diversity in 
people is reflected in the culture and every style of 
food, fashion and music you can find here. Dar es 
Salaam was the capital city until 1974, when 
Dodoma was named as the capital. However, today, 
Dar es Salaam remains the largest city in Tanzania 
with an estimated population of 6,368,272 in 2019.    

Dar es Salaam is a magnet for many young people 
coming from all over Tanzania in hope to find work, 
easy money and adventure. But without education 
or connections so many a youth finds himself ending 
up on the streets…. 

I was born in a Muslim family in Tanzania and we 
moved to Dar es Salaam when I was ten.  At the age 
of 17 I left Tanzania.  By God’s grace and mercy, I 
survived many difficult and dangerous situations 
while seeking employment and happiness in Europe 
and America.  

I was in my early thirties when I first heard the 
words “saved” as in redeemed, from my beloved 
friend Joy.  It was December 19th, 1989 that I met 
with my Lord and Savior in Freehold, New Jersey, 
USA.  I thanked Him for having paid the price for my 
sin on the cross and for having risen again so that I 
can have eternal life in heaven with Him.  I invited 

Him to be my Master and Lord and since then I have 
never looked back. 

One day He whispered, Zebby, give up your life and 
go serve MY people in another land. I served him in 
Haiti for 2 years.  Little did I know that the Lord had 
been preparing me to serve Him and His Kingdom in 
a way that only He foreknew.   

When my younger sister passed away, who had 
taken care of my aged mother, my Mom asked me 
to come and be near her and help her out in 
Tanzania.  It wasn’t an easy answer. She knew I was 
a believer in Jesus and she was a Muslim, so I 
responded by saying I shall pray and see what the 
Lord does.  Three months later I was back in Dar Es 
Salaam. 

One Sunday I went to church in Dar es Salaam and 
shared with the Pastors wife a little of my story and 
straight away she said “I think Safina needs a person 
like you”.  She gave me the Director’s contact.  I did 
not connect with Kathleen for a few months, but 
when we met she had the same words as the 
Pastors wife, we have been praying and waiting for 
you.  With that I requested I spend some time in 
prayer.  After a few 
days we agreed that 
I will be a part of 
Safina Street 
Network.  This is 
where the Lord has 
me to date.  
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Zebby Wheelock 

Head of Administration 



Shem Sewando leads the Outreach team, which visits the children and youth living on the streets 

1. Shem, why do children run away from home and live on the streets?  

The main reason are family conflicts like divorce of 
parents, abuse or negligence. Sometimes when one 
parent dies or leaves it causes financial problems. 
Also, bad influences through friends can cause them 
to run away from home.  

2. How do they survive on the streets? 

Young children beg for food and money. They also 
steal but many try to find some kind of work like 
carrying goods at the market places, to wash cars or 
windscreens or to collect empty bottles and sell them. 
Some also get involved in drug trafficking.  

3. What do you do to help them?  

We talk and counsel them and share God´s love with them. We help those, who want to come off the streets to 
get a place at our shelter and later reunite them with their families. We help sick children to get medical 
treatment and also help with food.  

Emmanuel and Janeth Makoja are in charge of our Shelter.  

1. How do you help the children, who come to stay at the shelter?  

Here we give children and youth, who want to come off the streets a temporary home. We provide for their 
basic needs like food, shelter, medical 
treatment and home schooling. Through 
counselling we prepare them to be 
reconciled with their families. We also like 
to help them to know who they are, the 
importance of family and education and to 
know God´s plan for their lives.  

2. What are the challenges? 

Children come with the behavior they 
learned on the streets and they don´t 
change overnight. It needs patience as 
they will get angry easily, fight with each 
other or use bad language. Some steal 
from us and run away again. Sometimes 
also neighbors complain about the noise or 
stealing.  

3. What gives you strength for this 
work?  

First of all, God´s call to serve him in this ministry, prayer, fellowship with our colleagues and encouragement by 
our leaders and church family.  
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Juliana follows up children and youth, who have been integrated into their families.  

1. Juliana, how do you reintegrated children again with their families? 

One or our main aim is to see children being reconciled to 
their families. Once we get in touch with the family, we 
talk about the cause which made the child run away, look 
at the family situation itself and discuss the best way 
forward for everyone concerned.  

2. What is the greatest challenge in the family?  

Depending on the cause sometimes either parents or 
children are still hurting and not ready to forgive and make 
a new beginning. That makes reconciliation more difficult.   

3. How do you help those children?  

We continue visit children in their homes and schools and 
if needed support them with their education needs. Once 
a month we meet together for fellowship, teaching, games and counselling. We also offer seminars for parents 
and caretakers.   

Lameck and Suzanna Ng`oshakulya are foster parents for many years at one of our family homes. Together with 
their own five children they take children in, who are not able to live with their own families.  

1. How many children do you have in your family at present besides your own children?  

For now we have 16 children 
living with us 

2. Why are these children living 
with you and not with their own 
families? 

When we followed up their 
families, we found that at the 
moment their own families would 
not be a safe environment for 
them to return and sometimes 
family structures are very 
dysfunctional. Therefore, the child 
will continue staying with us, go to 
school and live with us like our 
own children until the situation in 
his own family has changed for 
the positive or until they have 
completed their education are 
able to live independently. 

3. What successes to you see?  

When we see that children, who have been living on the streets go to school, do well in school, develop their 
gifts and are well integrated into our family we thank God for it. We also see how God´s word and love brings 
change and healing into their lives. Some of our former children are married today, raise their own children, go 
to work or even work with Safina.  
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1. We thank God for all the Easter celebrations we had in our branches. In Dar es Salaam we had 175 children 
and youth from the streets attending. Our older boys from 
the Homes had prepared a powerful program with drama, 
testimonies and dance. More than 40 young people received 
Christ as answer of hearing the gospel.  

2. We thank God for the donation of parents from a 

kindergarten in Germany to help finishing the 
kindergarten in Dodoma. Formerly the kindergarten was 
in our Drop-In Center helping many kids from the dump 
side. Later on, it got closed as it was not fulfilling 
government regulations. We are thankful that soon the 
kindergarten can be opened again. 

3. Next month 500 children and youth from Safina and other centers affiliated with Safina got invited for a 4 
Days camp at a Baptist Camp side in Morogoro. It will be the first time that children from all our Branches will 
meet together.  

4. We are in the last steps of preparation for the building start of our Multi-Purpose Hall and Training Kitchen at 
our school in Morogoro. We also like to start with raising chicken and goats as part of our agriculture training.  

Let`s pray for the children´s and youth camp in Morogoro from the 22nd to the 25th of June.  

Let´s pray for the building of the Multi-Purpose Hall and Training Kitchen. 

Let´s pray for good harvests in all our agriculture projects. 

Let´s pray for the children and youth still living on the streets to come to the decision to come off the streets 
and be reunited with their families or stay in one of our homes.  

Let´s pray for unity and good health for all the staff of Safina.  

We are most grateful for being our friend and to support us in prayer, encouragement and through financial 
gifts. It is your gift which enables us to provide education, health care, family reunion and many more. Please 
send you gifts to:  

Directly to USD Account of Safina:  
CRDB Bank Limited 
International Bank Department 
P.O.Box 268  
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 
Swift Code:  CORUTZTZ 
Account Name: Safina Street Network 
USD Account number: 0250237586600  
TZS Account number: 0150237586600 

Or through the AIM (Africa Inland Mission) 

office in your country 

Contact the AIM office in your country and 

send your donation to the 

ER-TAN-0125-M ProjeFund  


